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The Cambodian NGO Committee on CEDAW (NGO-CEDAW) has
documented the situation of women’s and girls’ rights in
Cambodia since 1995. As a coalition of Cambodia-based NGOs
working in a variety of sectors, it monitors and gathers
information on women's rights for publication and advocacy.
NGO-CEDAW conducts gender trainings and leads awareness-
raising initiatives targeting youth, including through university
debates and art exhibitions.

The 2022 CEDAW Monitoring Report for Cambodia is a
summary of key concerns and events related to the rights of
women, girls, and nonbinary persons which occurred that year.
It does not attempt to comprehensively address all issues, but
rather focuses on those which were new or of particular
concern in the calendar year 2022. New information and events
that occurred in 2023 will be addressed in later reports. 2022
saw a continuation of many of the challenges documented by
NGO-CEDAW and its partners in previous monitoring reports.
For example, rates of gender-based violence continued to be
high, and access to justice for survivors remained limited.

SUMMARY OF THE 2022
CEDAW MONITORING REPORT

FOR CAMBODIA

Online sexual abuse of children affected an alarming
11% of internet users aged 12 to 17. Women were also
trapped by growing debts and subjected to sexual
blackmail by online moneylenders. Research, which
included interviews with over 1,100 garment factory
workers, revealed that 93.65% reported having heard
or witnessed sexual harassment in their workplace.
Minorities, LBT+, and women with disabilities
experienced particularly high rates of violence and
faced greater barriers to accessing justice and
remedies.

The year 2022 also saw a concerning escalation of
crackdowns on peaceful women-led strikes. The
most prominent case was that of the NagaWorld
casino, which stands accused by unions and NGOs
of disproportionately dismissing pregnant and
nursing women, as well as women unionists
(Sections 1.6; 3.1). New research from government,
NGOs, civil society, and academic sources
addressing several issues also emerged. or instance,
local women’s rights organization Women Peadce
Makers published research documenting the human
rights challenges faced by Indigenous and ethnic
minority women and girls in Cambodia (Section 2).
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The research highlighted urgent issues pertaining to statelessness that have not been adequately addressed by the
government, despite calls from the UN CEDAW Committee to prioritize the facilitation of access to identity and birth
registration documentation. Other research showed disparities in girls’ and boys’ access to education, and attitudes
about different life expectations based on gender.

Journalists, too, faced gender discrimination and harassment in the course of their work, while also publishing important
new evidence pertaining to women'’s rights violations in 2022. For example, local independent media investigated the
impacts of an alarming rise in scam compounds and modern slavery in the country (Section 1.2), while other outlets
published updates about women who continue to be affected by the Cambodian government’s surrogacy crackdown
during the late 2010s (Section 6).

While COVID-19 lockdown measures were lifted, the economic fallout from the pandemic continued throughout 2022. It
was coupled with shocking new evidence showing the present-day impacts of climate change on women garment
workers (Section 3.2). Finally, a mid-year commune election failed to bring about more than a 0.2% increase in women
councilors from the previous mandate in 2017 (Section 5).

Education: Provide effective training to teachers to
reduce the influence of stereotypes related to
gender and ethnicity, to ensure that stereotypes
are not perpetuated in education and that all
children are fully and equally supported in their
academic careers. Include gender equality and
comprehensive sex education in school curricula.

Key recommendations
based on the findings of the
2022 CEDAW Monitoring
Report

We call on the Cambodian government
to implement the following concrete
steps to address key issues, including:

Leadership: Amend election laws to ensure that
women’'s and men’'s names are dalternated on
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Gender-based violence (GBV): Take meaningful
action to ensure that all survivors of violence have
access to courts. End the use of reconciliation and
other forms of alternative dispute resolution as a
response to violence.

Indigenous and ethnic Minorities: Immediately
ensure that all children have access to birth
registration documents and public school
education.

Labor: Immediately ratify ILO Convention 190 on
violence and harassment in the world of work, in
order to assist in implementing the CEDAW
Committee’'s recommendations to have national
policies defining and banning all forms of sexual
harassment related to work. Immediately drop
charges against women union leaders and
members for their peaceful strike activity, and
unconditionally release union leader Chhim Sithar
from prison.

Overturn all
and

Surrogacy:
convictions

criminal  charges,
restrictions issued against
surrogates. Provide clarification in law to confirm
that no woman acting as a surrogate will face any
criminal liability, administrative sanction or other
penalty for doing so.

candidate lists, in order to promote gender parity
in election results. Establish quotas in ministry
leadership roles.

Surrogacy:
convictions

Overturn all  criminal charges,
and restrictions issued against
surrogates. Provide clarification in law to confirm
that no woman acting as a surrogate will face any
criminal liability, administrative sanction or other
penalty for doing so.

Access to reproductive healthcare: Address the
lack of access to reproductive healthcare by
promoting a gender-transformative approach
among service providers, strengthening monitoring
and evaluation systems for healthcare services,
and improving financing and support for referral
systems.

NGO-CEDAW office:
House #16, Street 99, Sangkat Boeung Trabek,
Khan Chamkar Mon, Phnom Penh
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